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Overview of the Global Methane Initiative

 International public-private partnership focused on reducing barriers to the 
recovery and use of methane as a clean energy source (established in 2004; charter 
renewed in 2016)

 Includes 45 Partner Countries and more than 700 Project Network members

 Targets sector-specific areas for methane reduction
– Biogas (Agriculture, Municipal Solid Waste, Municipal Wastewater)
– Coal Mines
– Oil & Gas Systems

 Collaborates with the Climate and Clean Air Coalition (CCAC), the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), and the International Energy Agency 
(IEA)



Organizational Structure

Steering Committee

Administrative Support Group (ASG)

Biogas Subcommittee Coal Mines Subcommittee Oil & Gas Subcommittee

Technical 
Groups:

• Agriculture
• Municipal Solid Waste
• Wastewater

Project Network



Partner Countries

GMI Partner Countries represent approximately 
75% of the world’s man-made methane emissions

GMI Partner Country



Accomplishments Since 2004

GMI support has yielded 
cumulative emissions 
reductions of nearly 370 
MMTCO2e, resulting in many 
benefits, including:

 Decreased greenhouse gases 

 Improved human health 

 Increased worker safety 

 Better air and water quality

 Enhanced energy security

 Expanded economic growthDeveloped more than 50 tools and 
resources for methane mitigation

Provided trainings for more than 15,000 
people in methane mitigation

Conducted more than 600 resource 
assessments, feasibility studies, study 
tours, and site visits

Grown from 14 to 45 partner countries

More than $610 million in leveraged 
funding for projects and training

More than 500 Project Network 
members 



GMI Methane Emission Reductions
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These data represent the best available yet conservative estimates of emission reductions, 
including actual emission reductions from GMI projects and potential emission reductions 
from other projects identified through GMI efforts.



GMI News and Updates

 GMI Website Enhancements
– Home page
– Sector pages 
– Project Network page

 Project Network
– Quarterly Newsletter

 New Mailing List

 Social Media:

Facebook.com/globalmethane
Twitter.com/globalmethane
Linkedin.com/company/global-methane-initiative-gmi
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https://www.facebook.com/globalmethane/
https://twitter.com/globalmethane
https://www.linkedin.com/company/global-methane-initiative-gmi-/


Global Methane Forum 2020

 23 – 27 March 2020 in Geneva, Switzerland

 Co-hosted with UNECE 

 GMI Meetings:
– Oil & Gas Subcommittee
– Coal Mines Subcommittee 
– Biogas Subcommittee
– Steering Committee 
– Plenary Session

 Capstone event to celebrate the Global Methane Challenge

8

Recommendations for topics?

Send recommendations to 
ASG@Globalmethane.org

More details coming soon! 

mailto:ASG@Globalmethane.org


Global Methane Challenge 
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View the Challenge Video at:
http://staging.globalmethane.org/challenge/v

ideo/draft/gmc_biogas2.mp4

http://staging.globalmethane.org/challenge/video/draft/gmc_biogas2.mp4


Why Participate in the Challenge?

 Each Challenge participant will be publicly recognized for actions to reduce methane 
emissions
– Opportunity to highlight new and ongoing efforts
– “Challenge” website and GMI website and social media will showcase actions
– GMI, CCAC and UNECE events will provide forum for sharing actions

 Challenge participants and actions will be celebrated at the 2020 Global Methane 
Forum

 Your efforts will help inspire other organizations to take ambitious actions towards 
methane mitigation

 Challenge submissions will be accepted until the end of the year
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Examples of Actions

Wastewater Sector

• Installing anaerobic sludge 
digestion systems

• Installing biogas capture 
systems

• Installing new centralized 
aerobic treatment facilities or 
covered lagoons

• Installing degassing devices at 
the effluent discharge of 
anaerobic municipal reactors

Municipal Solid Waste Sector

• Gas collection/capture

• Electricity generation

• Direct utilization of gas

• Change in waste management 
practices

• Implement measures to reduce 
and recover food waste

• Organics diversion/organics 
management

Agriculture Sector

• Quantify methane emissions

• Maintain data for all large point 
sources

• Assess the costs of abatement 
and publish results

• Adopt anaerobic digestion 
technology

• Develop a network of centralized 
digester systems for improved 
economies of scale



Check out submissions and showcase your own actions at 

globalmethane.org/challenge
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Visit globalmethane.org/challenge

 Actions are 
highlighted on 
the website



Thank you!
Monica Shimamura, 

Director, Administrative Support Group
Global Methane Initiative 

Shimamura.monica@epa.gov
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